
NOTICE OF INTENT 
 

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 

 
 The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby give 

notice of its intent to promulgate rules and regulations 

governing the hunting of resident game birds and game 

quadrupeds.  

Title 76 

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 

PART XIX. HUNTING AND WMA REGULATIONS 
 
Chapter 1.  Resident Game Hunting Season 
 
101.  General 
 
 The Resident Game Hunting Season regulations are hereby 

adopted by the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission.  A complete 

copy of the Regulation Pamphlet may be obtained from the 

Department. 

 AUTHORITY NOTE:  Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 

56:115. 

 HISTORICAL NOTE:  Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife 

and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 21:707 

(July 1995), amended LR 22:585 (July 1996), LR 23:871 (July 

1997), LR 24:1324 (July 1998), LR 25:1290 (July 1999), LR 

26:1506 (July 2000), LR 27:1061 (July 2001), LR 28:1615 (July 

2002), LR 29:1122 (July 2003), LR 30:1493 (July 2004), LR 



31:1627 (July 2005), LR 32:1253 (July 2006), LR 33:1399 (July 

2007), LR 34:1447 (July 2008), LR 35:1278 (July 2009), LR 36: . 

103.  Resident Game Birds and Animals 

 A. Shooting hours.  One-half hour before sunrise to one-

half hour after sunset. 

 B. Consult Regulation Pamphlet for seasons or specific 

regulations on Wildlife Management Areas or specific localities. 

Species Season Dates Daily Bag 
Limit 

Possession 
Limit 

Quail OPENS: 3rd Saturday of 
November 
CLOSES: Last Day of 
February 

10 20 

Rabbit and 
Squirrel 

OPENS: 1st Saturday of 
October 
CLOSES: Last Day of 
February 

8 16 

Squirrel* OPENS: 1st Saturday of 
May for 23 days 

3 6 

Deer See Schedule 1 antlered 
and 1 
antlerless 
(when legal) 

6/season 
(3 

antlered 
deer & 3 

antlerless 
deer) 

 
*NOTE: Spring squirrel season is closed on the Kisatchie 

National Forest, National Wildlife Refuges, U.S. Army Corps 

of Engineers property.  Some State Wildlife Management 

Areas will be open, check WMA season schedule. 

 C. Deer Hunting Schedule 

 



Area Archery Primitive 
Firearms (All 
Either Sex 

Except as Noted) 

Still Hunt (No 
dogs allowed) 

With or 
Without Dogs 

1 OPENS: 
1st day 
of Oct. 
CLOSES: 
Last day 
of Jan. 

OPENS: 2nd Sat. 
of Nov. 
CLOSES: Fri. 
after 2nd Sat. of 
Nov. 
 
OPENS: Mon. 
after the next 
to last Sun. of 
Jan. 
CLOSES: Last 
Sun. of Jan. 

OPENS: Sat. 
before 
Thanksgiving 
Day EXCEPT 
when there are 
5 Sats. in 
Nov., then it 
will open on 
the 3rd Sat. 
of Nov. 
CLOSES: Fri. 
before 2nd 
Sat. of Dec. 
EXCEPT when 
there are 5 
Sats. in Nov. 
and then it 
will close on 
the Fri. 
before the 1st 
Sat. of Dec. 
 
OPENS: Mon. 
after 1st Sat. 
of Jan. 
CLOSES: next 
to last Sun. 
of Jan. 

OPENS: 2nd 
Sat. of Dec. 
EXCEPT when 
there are 5 
Sats. in 
Nov., then 
it will open 
on the 1st 
Sat. of Dec. 
CLOSES: Sun. 
after 1st 
Sat. of Jan. 



2 OPENS: 
1st day 
of Oct. 
CLOSES: 
Last day 
of Jan. 

OPENS: Next to 
last Sat. of 
Oct. 
CLOSES: Fri. 
before last Sat. 
of Oct. 
 
OPENS: Mon. 
after the last 
day of Modern 
Firearm Season 
in Jan. 
CLOSES: After 7 
days. 

OPENS: Last 
Sat. of Oct. 
CLOSES: Tues. 
before 2nd 
Sat. of Dec. 
in odd 
numbered years 
and on Wed. 
during even 
numbered years 
EXCEPT when 
there are 5 
Sats. in Nov. 
and then it 
will close on 
the Tues. in 
odd numbered 
years or Wed. 
during even 
numbered years 
before the 1st 
Sat. of Dec. 

OPENS: Wed. 
before the 
2nd Sat. of 
Dec. in odd 
numbered 
years and on 
Thurs. 
during even 
numbered 
years EXCEPT 
when there 
are 5 Sats. 
in Nov., 
then it will 
open on the 
Wed. before 
the 1st Sat. 
of Dec. on 
odd years 
and Thurs. 
during even 
numbered 
years 
CLOSES: 40 
days after 
opening in 
odd numbered 
years or 39 
days after 
opening in 
even 
numbered 
years 

3 OPENS: 
3rd Sat. 
of Sept. 
CLOSES: 
Jan. 15 

OPENS: 2nd Sat. 
of Oct. 
CLOSES: Fri. 
before 3rd Sat. 
of Oct. 
 
OPENS: Mon. 
after 
Thanksgiving Day 
CLOSES: Fri. 
before 1st Sat. 
of Dec. 

OPENS: 3rd 
Sat. of Oct. 
CLOSES: Sun. 
after 
Thanksgiving 
Day 
 
OPENS: 1st 
Sat. of Dec. 
CLOSES: After 
37 days  

 



4 OPENS: 
1st day 
of Oct. 
CLOSES: 
Last day 
of Jan. 

OPENS: 2nd Sat. 
of Nov. 
CLOSES: Fri. 
before 3rd Sat. 
of Nov. 
 
OPENS: Mon. 
after 2nd Sat. of 
Jan. 
CLOSES: Mon. 
after 3rd Sat. of 
Jan. 

OPENS: 3rd  
Sat. of Nov. 
CLOSES: Sun. 
after 2nd Sat. 
of Jan. 

 

5 OPENS: 
1st day 
of Oct. 
CLOSES: 
Last day 
of Jan. 

OPENS: 2nd Sat. 
of Nov. 
CLOSES: Fri. 
before 3rd Sat. 
of Nov. (BUCKS 
ONLY) 
 
OPENS: Day after 
Christmas Day 
CLOSES: Jan. 1st 
(BUCKS ONLY) 

OPENS: Day 
after 
Thanksgiving 
Day 
CLOSES: Sun. 
after 2nd Sat. 
of Dec. 

 

6 OPENS: 
1st day 
of Oct. 
CLOSES: 
Feb. 15 
(1st 15 
days are 
BUCKS 
ONLY) 

OPENS: 2nd Sat. 
of Nov. 
CLOSES: Fri. 
before 3rd Sat. 
of Nov. 
 
OPENS: Mon. 
after the next 
to last Sun. of 
Jan. 
CLOSES: Last 
Sun. of Jan. 

OPENS: Sat. 
before 
Thanksgiving 
Day EXCEPT 
when there are 
5 Sats. in 
Nov., then it 
will open on 
the 3rd Sat. 
of Nov. 
CLOSES: Fri. 
before 2nd 
Sat. of Dec. 
EXCEPT when 
there are 5 
Sats. in Nov. 
and then it 
will close on 
the Fri. 
before the 1st 
Sat. of Dec. 

OPENS: 2nd 
Sat. of Dec. 
EXCEPT when 
there are 5 
Sats. in 
Nov., then 
it will open 
on the 1st 
Sat. of Dec. 
CLOSES: Next 
to last Sun. 
of Jan. 



7 OPENS: 
1st day 
of Oct. 
CLOSES: 
Last day 
of Jan. 

OPENS: 2nd Sat. 
of Oct. 
CLOSES: Fri. 
before 3rd Sat. 
of Oct. 
 
OPENS: 1st Sat. 
of Nov. 
CLOSES: Fri. 
before 2nd Sat. 
of Nov. 

OPENS: 3rd 
Sat. of Oct. 
CLOSES: Fri. 
before 1st 
Sat. of Nov.  
 
OPENS: 2nd 
Sat. of Nov. 
CLOSES: Sun. 
after 
Thanksgiving 
Day 

OPENS: Mon. 
after 
Thanksgiving 
Day 
CLOSES: 
After 35 
days 

8 OPENS: 
3rd Sat. 
of Sept. 
CLOSES: 
Jan. 15 

OPENS: 2nd Sat. 
of Oct. 
CLOSES: Fri. 
before 3rd Sat. 
of Oct.  
 
OPENS: Mon. 
after 
Thanksgiving Day 
CLOSES: Fri. 
before 1st Sat. 
of Dec. 

OPENS: 3rd 
Sat. of Oct. 
CLOSES: Sun. 
after 
Thanksgiving 
Day 

OPENS: 1st 
Sat. of Dec. 
CLOSES: 
After 37 
days. 

 
 D. Modern Firearm Schedule (Either Sex Seasons) 
 

Parish Area Modern Firearm Either-sex Days 
East Carroll Area 1  Antlerless deer may be harvested during 

entire deer season on private lands (all 
segments included), east of mainline 
Mississippi River Levee and south and east 
of La. 877 from West Carroll Parish line to 
La. 580, south of La. 580 to U.S. 65, west 
of U.S. 65 to Madison Parish line. 

East Carroll Area 4 
portion 

Opens 3rd Saturday of November for 2 days 
and opens Friday after Thanksgiving Day for 
3 days, west of mainline Mississippi River 
Levee and north and west of La. 877 from 
West Carroll Parish line to La. 580, north 
of La. 580 to U.S. 65, east of U.S. 65 to 
Madison Parish line. 

West Carroll Area 5 Opens Friday after Thanksgiving Day for 3 
days. 

 



 E. Farm Raised White-tailed Deer on Supplemented Shooting 

Preserves: Archery, Firearm, Primitive Firearms: October 1 - 

January 31 (Either-Sex). 

 F. Exotics on Supplemented Shooting Preserves:  Either 

Sex, no closed season. 

 G. Spring Squirrel Hunting 

  1. Season Dates: Opens 1st Saturday of May for 23 

days. 

  2. Closed Areas: Kisatchie National Forest, National 

Wildlife Refuges, and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers property and 

all WMAs except as provided in Paragraph 3 below. 

  3. Wildlife Management Area Schedule:  Opens 1st 

Saturday of May for 9 days on all WMAs except Fort Polk, Peason 

Ridge, Camp Beauregard, Pass-a-Loutre and Salvador.  Dogs are 

allowed during this season for squirrel hunting.  Feral hogs may 

not be taken on Wildlife Management Areas during this season. 

  4. Limits: Daily bag limit is 3 and possession limit 

is 6. 

 H. The hunting season for Kisatchie National Forest (KNF) 

during the 2009-2010 hunting season shall be as follows: 

  1. All Seasons for KNF are for 2009-10 only. Bag 

Limit = 1 deer of the appropriate sex per day up to the 

statewide seasonal limit of three antlered and three antlerless 

deer. All deer must be tagged as required by LDWF regulations.   



Hunting stand, blind, tripod, etc. regulations applicable to 

LDWF WMAs are in effect on KNF (refer to “Methods of Taking 

Game” section of 2009-2010 LDWF Wildlife Management Area 

Regulations). 

  2. Motorized travel off designated roads and trails 

and outside designated areas is prohibited on the entire KNF. 

Motor Vehicle Use Maps (MVUM) showing designated roads and 

trails and associated vehicles and travel seasons are available 

in all Forest Service offices and on the Kisatchie Web site 

www.fs.fed.us/r8/kisatchie.  ATV travel is allowed between 1 

hour before sunrise and 1 hour after sunset; nighttime ATV 

travel is prohibited.  Game retrieval with an ATV is only 

allowed within designated 300-foot corridors within the National 

Wildlife Management Preserves (see MVUM). Camping corridors for 

highway-legal vehicles to drive within 100 feet of the road and 

camp are designated on the Caney District and in the National 

Red Dirt Wildlife Management Preserve. 

  3. Catahoula Ranger District (Grant & Rapides 

Parishes), Winn Ranger District (Winn, Grant & Natchitoches 

Parishes), Kisatchie Ranger District (Natchitoches Parish), 

Evangeline Unit of the Calcasieu Ranger District (Rapides 

Parish): 

   a. Deer hunting with dogs on the Catahoula 

Ranger District shall occur only north of La. 8, excluding the 



National Catahoula Wildlife Management Preserve.  Deer hunting 

with dogs on the Evangeline Unit shall occur only in the portion 

of the unit located south of La. 121 from near McNutt 

southwesterly to Spring Creek, east of Spring Creek 

southeasterly to US 165, except dogs may be used in Palustris 

Experimental Forest.  National Forest lands within the 

Evangeline Unit, Calcasieu Ranger District, described in still 

hunt only area shall be still hunt only. 

   b. Deer: 

    i. Oct. 24-25, either-sex, primitive 

firearms, still hunt only. 

    ii. Oct. 31-Nov. 1, either-sex, still hunt 

only. 

    iii. Nov. 2, bucks only, still hunt only 

    iv. Nov. 7-8, 14-15, 21-26, bucks only, 

still hunt only. 

    v. Nov. 27, either-sex, still hunt only. 

    vi. Nov. 28-29, bucks only, still hunt 

only. 

    vii. Dec. 5-6, 12-13, buck only, still hunt 

only. 

    viii. Dec. 19-24, 26-27, bucks only, with or 

without dogs. 

    ix. Jan. 1-3, bucks only, still hunt only.  



    x. Jan. 8-10, bucks only, still hunt only. 

  4. Vernon Unit of the Calcasieu Ranger District 

(Vernon Parish, excluding Fort Polk WMA): 

   a. Oct. 24-25, either-sex, primitive firearms, 

still hunt only. 

   b. Oct. 31-Nov. 1, either-sex, still hunt only. 

   c. Nov. 2, bucks only, still hunt only. 

   d. Nov. 7-8, 14-15, 21-26, bucks only, still 

hunt only. 

   e. Nov. 27-29 either-sex, still hunt only. 

   f. Dec. 5-6, 12-13, 19-24, 26-31, bucks only, 

still hunt only. 

   g. Jan. 1-3, bucks only, still hunt only.  

   h.  Jan. 8-10, bucks only, still hunt only. 

  5. Caney Ranger District (Webster and Claiborne 

Parishes): 

   a. Deer - Same as outside including Youth Hunt 

(Area 2) except still hunt only.  Either-sex entire season. 

  6. Other seasons on KNF: 

   a. Archery: Vernon Unit, Calcasieu Ranger 

District: Sept. 19-Jan. 15. Remainder of KNF: Oct. 1-Jan. 31. 

Either-sex deer may be taken at any time by archers during 

archery season except when bucks-only firearms seasons are in 



progress on KNF (archers must hunt only bucks during bucks-only 

firearm seasons). 

   b. All Other Small Game: Same as outside except 

closed to squirrel hunting during the spring season and 

waterfowl hunting ceases at 2 p.m. 

   c. Unmarked Hogs, Coyotes, Armadillos and 

Beavers: May be taken incidentally on any KNF hunt by properly 

licensed hunters with weapons legal for that hunt until the 

daily or seasonal bag limit of game is taken. The placing of 

seed, corn, wheat, salt, or other feed to constitute a lure or 

enticement for any species, including hogs, is prohibited on 

KNF. Hunting over such feed is prohibited on KNF. Moving deer or 

hogs with organized drivers and standers, drivers, or making use 

of noise or noise-making devices is prohibited. 

   d. Raccoons and opossums: May be hunted during 

daylight or nighttime from Oct. 1-Feb. 28 only. A licensed 

hunter may take raccoon or opossum, one per person per day, 

except during the trapping season when there shall be no limit.  

Night-time chase only:  May 1–Sept. 30, Tuesdays and Thursdays 

only.  No firearms allowed.  Nighttime ATV travel is prohibited. 

   e. Crows, blackbirds, grackles, and cowbirds: 

May be taken September 1-January 1 only. 

  7. All hunters (including archers and small game 

hunters; excluding waterfowl and dove hunters) must display 400 



square inches of hunter orange and wear a hunter orange cap 

during any firearm season for deer.  Deer hunters hunting from 

concealed ground blinds during firearms season must display a 

minimum of 400 square inches of hunter orange above or around 

their blinds which is visible from 360 degrees.  Rabbit, quail, 

and woodcock hunters must wear a hunter orange vest or cap 

outside the firearm seasons for deer.  All persons afield during 

hunting seasons are encouraged to wear hunter orange.  Hunting 

in or within 150 yards of a developed recreation site, campsite, 

any residence, or any building is prohibited. 

  8. Hunting-dog training from Mar. 1-Sept. 30 is 

allowed only in the following circumstances:  dogs are within 

voice-command distance of handler; dogs are participating in 

night-time raccoon chases mentioned above; dogs are 

participating in licensed events conducted by nationally-

recognized kennel clubs (KNF permit required – contact Forest 

Supervisor’s office); dogs are under close control of hikers; 

and any dog on a leash.  The training of deer dogs is prohibited 

year-round.  No firearms allowed while training dogs. 

  9. National Catahoula Wildlife Management Preserve 

and National Red Dirt Wildlife Management Preserve.  Owner - 

U.S. Forest Service: Catahoula Preserve - 36,000 Acres in Grant 

and Winn Parishes; Red Dirt Preserve - 38,000 Acres in 

Natchitoches Parish.  Season Permit required from Forest 



Supervisor’s office, Winn, Catahoula or Kisatchie Ranger 

District offices or www.fs.fed.us/r8kisatchie/hunting/index.html 

for all hunting.  Additionally, weekend permits, available at 

the check stations, are required for deer gun hunts. 

   a. Deer: 

    i. Oct. 17-18, special youth hunt, either-

sex, still hunt only.  Weekend permit required. Youths between 

the ages of 8-17 inclusive only. Youths must possess a hunter 

safety certification or proof of successful completion of a 

hunter safety course. Each youth must be accompanied by one 

adult 18 years of age or older. If the accompanying adult is in 

possession of hunter safety certification, a valid hunting 

license or proof of successful completion of a hunter safety 

course, this requirement is waived for the youth. Adults may not 

possess a firearm. Youths may possess only one firearm while 

hunting. Legal firearms are the same as described for deer 

hunting. The supervising adult shall maintain visual and voice 

contact with the youth at all times. An adult may supervise only 

one youth during this special hunt.  Also, special season for 

physically-challenged hunters with a LDWF Physically Challenged 

Hunt Permit, either-sex, still hunt only.  Weekend permit 

required. 

    ii. Oct. 24-25, primitive firearms, either-

sex, still hunt only, weekend permit. 



    iii. Oct. 31-Nov.1, either-sex, still hunt 

only, weekend permit. 

    iv. Nov. 27, either-sex, still hunt only, 

weekend permit. 

    v. Nov. 28-29, bucks only, still hunt 

only, weekend permit. 

   b. Rabbit: Same as outside except beagles 

allowed for rabbit Jan. 9-Feb. 28 only. Only beagle hounds which 

do not exceed 15 inches at the front shoulder and which have 

recognizable characteristics of the breed may be used on the 

Wildlife Management Preserve. 

   c. Squirrel: Same as outside except squirrel 

hunting with dogs allowed Jan. 9-Feb. 28 only.  Hunting parties 

may not include more than one dog.  Closed to squirrel hunting 

during the spring season. 

   d. Raccoon (Nighttime): Dogs allowed Jan.9-Feb. 

28 only. 

   e. All Other Game: Consult KNF’s Catahoula and 

Red Dirt Preserve Regulations issued by KNF. To obtain permits 

and information, visit website listed above or contact: KNF 

Forest Supervisor's Office, 2500 Shreveport Hwy., Pineville, LA 

71360, telephone (318) 473-7160.  Office hours 8 a.m. to 4:30 

p.m. 



 I. The aforementioned season dates, bag limits and 

shooting hours shall supplant and supersede those season dates, 

bag limits and shooting hours for Kisatchie National Forest 

previously adopted and which will be published in the July 20, 

2009 Louisiana Register. 

 AUTHORITY NOTE:  Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 

56:115, R.S. 56:109(B) and R.S. 56:141(C). 

 HISTORICAL NOTE:  Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife 

and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 21:707 

(July 1995), amended LR 22:585 (July 1996), LR 23:871 (July 

1997), LR 24:1324 (July 1998), LR 25:1290 (July 1999), 

repromulgated LR 25:1526 (August 1999), LR 26:1506 (July 2000), 

LR 27:1061 (July 2001), LR 28:1615 (July 2002), LR 29:1122 (July 

2003), repromulgated LR 29:1521 (August 2003), LR 30:1494 (July 

2004), LR 31:1627 (July 2005), LR 32:1254 (July 2006), LR 33:115 

(January 2007), LR 33:1399 (July 2007), LR 34:1447 (July 2008), 

LR 35:1280 (July 2009), LR 35:2856 (December 2009), LR 36: . 

 Public hearings will be held at the following locations: 

March 11 beginning at 6:30 PM at the LDWF Office, 9961 Highway 

80, Minden; March 9 beginning at 6:00 PM at the Ruston Civic 

Center, N. Trenton Street, Ruston; March 10 beginning at 6:00 PM 

at the Alexandria Convention Hall, 915 Third Street, Alexandria; 

March 16 beginning at 6:30 PM at the LSU Ag Center, next to the 

Burton Coliseum, Lake Charles; March 18 beginning at 6:00 PM in 



Room 119 of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Building, 646 

Cajundome Boulevard, Lafayette; March 9 beginning at 6:00 PM in 

the Cafeteria of the Hammond High School, 45168 River Road, 

Hammond.  Also comments will be accepted at regularly scheduled 

Wildlife and Fisheries Commission Meetings from March through 

May.  Interested persons may submit written comments relative to 

the proposed rule until 4:30 p.m., Thursday, May 6, 2010 to Mr. 

Randy Myers, Wildlife Division, Department of Wildlife and 

Fisheries, Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA, 70898-9000. 

 The Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 

is authorized to take any and all necessary steps on behalf of 

the Commission to promulgate and effectuate this notice of 

intent and the final rule, including but not limited to, the 

filing of the fiscal and economic impact statements, the filing 

of the notice of intent and final rule and the preparation of 

reports and correspondence to other agencies of government. 

 In accordance with Act 1183 of 1999, the Department of 

Wildlife and Fisheries/Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby 

issues its Family Impact Statement in connection with the 

preceding Notice of Intent:  This Notice of Intent will have no 

impact on the six criteria set out at R.S. 49:972(B). 

      Stephen J. Oats 

      Chairman 



RULE 
 

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 

 
 The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby 

promulgate rules and regulations governing the hunting of 

resident game birds and game quadrupeds.  

Title 76 

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 

PART XIX. HUNTING AND WMA REGULATIONS 
 
Chapter 1.  Resident Game Hunting Season 
 
101.  General 
 
 The Resident Game Hunting Season regulations are hereby 

adopted by the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission.  A complete 

copy of the Regulation Pamphlet may be obtained from the 

Department. 

 AUTHORITY NOTE:  Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 

56:115. 

 HISTORICAL NOTE:  Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife 

and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 21:707 

(July 1995), amended LR 22:585 (July 1996), LR 23:871 (July 

1997), LR 24:1324 (July 1998), LR 25:1290 (July 1999), LR 

26:1506 (July 2000), LR 27:1061 (July 2001), LR 28:1615 (July 

2002), LR 29:1122 (July 2003), LR 30:1493 (July 2004), LR 



31:1627 (July 2005), LR 32:1253 (July 2006), LR 33:1399 (July 

2007), LR 34:1447 (July 2008), LR 35:1278 (July 2009), LR 36: . 

103.  Resident Game Birds and Animals 

 A. Shooting hours.  One-half hour before sunrise to one-

half hour after sunset. 

 B. Consult Regulation Pamphlet for seasons or specific 

regulations on Wildlife Management Areas or specific localities. 

Species Season Dates Daily Bag 
Limit 

Possession 
Limit 

Quail OPENS: 3rd Saturday of 
November 
CLOSES: Last Day of 
February 

10 20 

Rabbit and 
Squirrel 

OPENS: 1st Saturday of 
October 
CLOSES: Last Day of 
February 

8 16 

Squirrel* OPENS: 1st Saturday of 
May for 23 days 

3 6 

Deer See Schedule 1 antlered 
and 1 
antlerless 
(when legal) 

6/season 
(3 

antlered 
deer & 3 

antlerless 
deer) 

 
*NOTE: Spring squirrel season is closed on the Kisatchie 

National Forest, National Wildlife Refuges, U.S. Army Corps 

of Engineers property.  Some State Wildlife Management 

Areas will be open, check WMA season schedule. 

 C. Deer Hunting Schedule 

 



Area Archery Primitive 
Firearms (All 
Either Sex 

Except as Noted) 

Still Hunt (No 
dogs allowed) 

With or 
Without Dogs 

1 OPENS: 
1st day 
of Oct. 
CLOSES: 
Last day 
of Jan. 

OPENS: 2nd Sat. 
of Nov. 
CLOSES: Fri. 
after 2nd Sat. of 
Nov. 
 
OPENS: Mon. 
after the next 
to last Sun. of 
Jan. 
CLOSES: Last 
Sun. of Jan. 

OPENS: Sat. 
before 
Thanksgiving 
Day EXCEPT 
when there are 
5 Sats. in 
Nov., then it 
will open on 
the 3rd Sat. 
of Nov. 
CLOSES: Fri. 
before 2nd 
Sat. of Dec. 
EXCEPT when 
there are 5 
Sats. in Nov. 
and then it 
will close on 
the Fri. 
before the 1st 
Sat. of Dec. 
 
OPENS: Mon. 
after 1st Sat. 
of Jan. 
CLOSES: next 
to last Sun. 
of Jan. 

OPENS: 2nd 
Sat. of Dec. 
EXCEPT when 
there are 5 
Sats. in 
Nov., then 
it will open 
on the 1st 
Sat. of Dec. 
CLOSES: Sun. 
after 1st 
Sat. of Jan. 



2 OPENS: 
1st day 
of Oct. 
CLOSES: 
Last day 
of Jan. 

OPENS: Next to 
last Sat. of 
Oct. 
CLOSES: Fri. 
before last Sat. 
of Oct. 
 
OPENS: Mon. 
after the last 
day of Modern 
Firearm Season 
in Jan. 
CLOSES: After 7 
days. 

OPENS: Last 
Sat. of Oct. 
CLOSES: Tues. 
before 2nd 
Sat. of Dec. 
in odd 
numbered years 
and on Wed. 
during even 
numbered years 
EXCEPT when 
there are 5 
Sats. in Nov. 
and then it 
will close on 
the Tues. in 
odd numbered 
years or Wed. 
during even 
numbered years 
before the 1st 
Sat. of Dec. 

OPENS: Wed. 
before the 
2nd Sat. of 
Dec. in odd 
numbered 
years and on 
Thurs. 
during even 
numbered 
years EXCEPT 
when there 
are 5 Sats. 
in Nov., 
then it will 
open on the 
Wed. before 
the 1st Sat. 
of Dec. on 
odd years 
and Thurs. 
during even 
numbered 
years 
CLOSES: 40 
days after 
opening in 
odd numbered 
years or 39 
days after 
opening in 
even 
numbered 
years 

3 OPENS: 
3rd Sat. 
of Sept. 
CLOSES: 
Jan. 15 

OPENS: 2nd Sat. 
of Oct. 
CLOSES: Fri. 
before 3rd Sat. 
of Oct. 
 
OPENS: Mon. 
after 
Thanksgiving Day 
CLOSES: Fri. 
before 1st Sat. 
of Dec. 

OPENS: 3rd 
Sat. of Oct. 
CLOSES: Sun. 
after 
Thanksgiving 
Day 
 
OPENS: 1st 
Sat. of Dec. 
CLOSES: After 
37 days  

 



4 OPENS: 
1st day 
of Oct. 
CLOSES: 
Last day 
of Jan. 

OPENS: 2nd Sat. 
of Nov. 
CLOSES: Fri. 
before 3rd Sat. 
of Nov. 
 
OPENS: Mon. 
after 2nd Sat. of 
Jan. 
CLOSES: Mon. 
after 3rd Sat. of 
Jan. 

OPENS: 3rd  
Sat. of Nov. 
CLOSES: Sun. 
after 2nd Sat. 
of Jan. 

 

5 OPENS: 
1st day 
of Oct. 
CLOSES: 
Last day 
of Jan. 

OPENS: 2nd Sat. 
of Nov. 
CLOSES: Fri. 
before 3rd Sat. 
of Nov. (BUCKS 
ONLY) 
 
OPENS: Day after 
Christmas Day 
CLOSES: Jan. 1st 
(BUCKS ONLY) 

OPENS: Day 
after 
Thanksgiving 
Day 
CLOSES: Sun. 
after 2nd Sat. 
of Dec. 

 

6 OPENS: 
1st day 
of Oct. 
CLOSES: 
Feb. 15 
(1st 15 
days are 
BUCKS 
ONLY) 

OPENS: 2nd Sat. 
of Nov. 
CLOSES: Fri. 
before 3rd Sat. 
of Nov. 
 
OPENS: Mon. 
after the next 
to last Sun. of 
Jan. 
CLOSES: Last 
Sun. of Jan. 

OPENS: Sat. 
before 
Thanksgiving 
Day EXCEPT 
when there are 
5 Sats. in 
Nov., then it 
will open on 
the 3rd Sat. 
of Nov. 
CLOSES: Fri. 
before 2nd 
Sat. of Dec. 
EXCEPT when 
there are 5 
Sats. in Nov. 
and then it 
will close on 
the Fri. 
before the 1st 
Sat. of Dec. 

OPENS: 2nd 
Sat. of Dec. 
EXCEPT when 
there are 5 
Sats. in 
Nov., then 
it will open 
on the 1st 
Sat. of Dec. 
CLOSES: Next 
to last Sun. 
of Jan. 



7 OPENS: 
1st day 
of Oct. 
CLOSES: 
Last day 
of Jan. 

OPENS: 2nd Sat. 
of Oct. 
CLOSES: Fri. 
before 3rd Sat. 
of Oct. 
 
OPENS: 1st Sat. 
of Nov. 
CLOSES: Fri. 
before 2nd Sat. 
of Nov. 

OPENS: 3rd 
Sat. of Oct. 
CLOSES: Fri. 
before 1st 
Sat. of Nov.  
 
OPENS: 2nd 
Sat. of Nov. 
CLOSES: Sun. 
after 
Thanksgiving 
Day 

OPENS: Mon. 
after 
Thanksgiving 
Day 
CLOSES: 
After 35 
days 

8 OPENS: 
3rd Sat. 
of Sept. 
CLOSES: 
Jan. 15 

OPENS: 2nd Sat. 
of Oct. 
CLOSES: Fri. 
before 3rd Sat. 
of Oct.  
 
OPENS: Mon. 
after 
Thanksgiving Day 
CLOSES: Fri. 
before 1st Sat. 
of Dec. 

OPENS: 3rd 
Sat. of Oct. 
CLOSES: Sun. 
after 
Thanksgiving 
Day 

OPENS: 1st 
Sat. of Dec. 
CLOSES: 
After 37 
days. 

 
 D. Modern Firearm Schedule (Either Sex Seasons) 
 

Parish Area Modern Firearm Either-sex Days 
East Carroll Area 1  Antlerless deer may be harvested during 

entire deer season on private lands (all 
segments included), east of mainline 
Mississippi River Levee and south and east 
of La. 877 from West Carroll Parish line to 
La. 580, south of La. 580 to U.S. 65, west 
of U.S. 65 to Madison Parish line. 

East Carroll Area 4 
portion 

Opens 3rd Saturday of November for 2 days 
and opens Friday after Thanksgiving Day for 
3 days, west of mainline Mississippi River 
Levee and north and west of La. 877 from 
West Carroll Parish line to La. 580, north 
of La. 580 to U.S. 65, east of U.S. 65 to 
Madison Parish line. 

West Carroll Area 5 Opens Friday after Thanksgiving Day for 3 
days. 

 



 E. Farm Raised White-tailed Deer on Supplemented Shooting 

Preserves: Archery, Firearm, Primitive Firearms: October 1 - 

January 31 (Either-Sex). 

 F. Exotics on Supplemented Shooting Preserves:  Either 

Sex, no closed season. 

 G. Spring Squirrel Hunting 

  1. Season Dates: Opens 1st Saturday of May for 23 

days. 

  2. Closed Areas: Kisatchie National Forest, National 

Wildlife Refuges, and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers property and 

all WMAs except as provided in Paragraph 3 below. 

  3. Wildlife Management Area Schedule:  Opens 1st 

Saturday of May for 9 days on all WMAs except Fort Polk, Peason 

Ridge, Camp Beauregard, Pass-a-Loutre and Salvador.  Dogs are 

allowed during this season for squirrel hunting.  Feral hogs may 

not be taken on Wildlife Management Areas during this season. 

  4. Limits: Daily bag limit is 3 and possession limit 

is 6. 

 H. The hunting season for Kisatchie National Forest (KNF) 

during the 2009-2010 hunting season shall be as follows: 

  1. All Seasons for KNF are for 2009-10 only. Bag 

Limit = 1 deer of the appropriate sex per day up to the 

statewide seasonal limit of three antlered and three antlerless 

deer. All deer must be tagged as required by LDWF regulations.   



Hunting stand, blind, tripod, etc. regulations applicable to 

LDWF WMAs are in effect on KNF (refer to “Methods of Taking 

Game” section of 2009-2010 LDWF Wildlife Management Area 

Regulations). 

  2. Motorized travel off designated roads and trails 

and outside designated areas is prohibited on the entire KNF. 

Motor Vehicle Use Maps (MVUM) showing designated roads and 

trails and associated vehicles and travel seasons are available 

in all Forest Service offices and on the Kisatchie Web site 

www.fs.fed.us/r8/kisatchie.  ATV travel is allowed between 1 

hour before sunrise and 1 hour after sunset; nighttime ATV 

travel is prohibited.  Game retrieval with an ATV is only 

allowed within designated 300-foot corridors within the National 

Wildlife Management Preserves (see MVUM). Camping corridors for 

highway-legal vehicles to drive within 100 feet of the road and 

camp are designated on the Caney District and in the National 

Red Dirt Wildlife Management Preserve. 

  3. Catahoula Ranger District (Grant & Rapides 

Parishes), Winn Ranger District (Winn, Grant & Natchitoches 

Parishes), Kisatchie Ranger District (Natchitoches Parish), 

Evangeline Unit of the Calcasieu Ranger District (Rapides 

Parish): 

   a. Deer hunting with dogs on the Catahoula 

Ranger District shall occur only north of La. 8, excluding the 



National Catahoula Wildlife Management Preserve.  Deer hunting 

with dogs on the Evangeline Unit shall occur only in the portion 

of the unit located south of La. 121 from near McNutt 

southwesterly to Spring Creek, east of Spring Creek 

southeasterly to US 165, except dogs may be used in Palustris 

Experimental Forest.  National Forest lands within the 

Evangeline Unit, Calcasieu Ranger District, described in still 

hunt only area shall be still hunt only. 

   b. Deer: 

    i. Oct. 24-25, either-sex, primitive 

firearms, still hunt only. 

    ii. Oct. 31-Nov. 1, either-sex, still hunt 

only. 

    iii. Nov. 2, bucks only, still hunt only 

    iv. Nov. 7-8, 14-15, 21-26, bucks only, 

still hunt only. 

    v. Nov. 27, either-sex, still hunt only. 

    vi. Nov. 28-29, bucks only, still hunt 

only. 

    vii. Dec. 5-6, 12-13, buck only, still hunt 

only. 

    viii. Dec. 19-24, 26-27, bucks only, with or 

without dogs. 

    ix. Jan. 1-3, bucks only, still hunt only.  



    x. Jan. 8-10, bucks only, still hunt only. 

  4. Vernon Unit of the Calcasieu Ranger District 

(Vernon Parish, excluding Fort Polk WMA): 

   a. Oct. 24-25, either-sex, primitive firearms, 

still hunt only. 

   b. Oct. 31-Nov. 1, either-sex, still hunt only. 

   c. Nov. 2, bucks only, still hunt only. 

   d. Nov. 7-8, 14-15, 21-26, bucks only, still 

hunt only. 

   e. Nov. 27-29 either-sex, still hunt only. 

   f. Dec. 5-6, 12-13, 19-24, 26-31, bucks only, 

still hunt only. 

   g. Jan. 1-3, bucks only, still hunt only.  

   h.  Jan. 8-10, bucks only, still hunt only. 

  5. Caney Ranger District (Webster and Claiborne 

Parishes): 

   a. Deer - Same as outside including Youth Hunt 

(Area 2) except still hunt only.  Either-sex entire season. 

  6. Other seasons on KNF: 

   a. Archery: Vernon Unit, Calcasieu Ranger 

District: Sept. 19-Jan. 15. Remainder of KNF: Oct. 1-Jan. 31. 

Either-sex deer may be taken at any time by archers during 

archery season except when bucks-only firearms seasons are in 



progress on KNF (archers must hunt only bucks during bucks-only 

firearm seasons). 

   b. All Other Small Game: Same as outside except 

closed to squirrel hunting during the spring season and 

waterfowl hunting ceases at 2 p.m. 

   c. Unmarked Hogs, Coyotes, Armadillos and 

Beavers: May be taken incidentally on any KNF hunt by properly 

licensed hunters with weapons legal for that hunt until the 

daily or seasonal bag limit of game is taken. The placing of 

seed, corn, wheat, salt, or other feed to constitute a lure or 

enticement for any species, including hogs, is prohibited on 

KNF. Hunting over such feed is prohibited on KNF. Moving deer or 

hogs with organized drivers and standers, drivers, or making use 

of noise or noise-making devices is prohibited. 

   d. Raccoons and opossums: May be hunted during 

daylight or nighttime from Oct. 1-Feb. 28 only. A licensed 

hunter may take raccoon or opossum, one per person per day, 

except during the trapping season when there shall be no limit.  

Night-time chase only:  May 1–Sept. 30, Tuesdays and Thursdays 

only.  No firearms allowed.  Nighttime ATV travel is prohibited. 

   e. Crows, blackbirds, grackles, and cowbirds: 

May be taken September 1-January 1 only. 

  7. All hunters (including archers and small game 

hunters; excluding waterfowl and dove hunters) must display 400 



square inches of hunter orange and wear a hunter orange cap 

during any firearm season for deer.  Deer hunters hunting from 

concealed ground blinds during firearms season must display a 

minimum of 400 square inches of hunter orange above or around 

their blinds which is visible from 360 degrees.  Rabbit, quail, 

and woodcock hunters must wear a hunter orange vest or cap 

outside the firearm seasons for deer.  All persons afield during 

hunting seasons are encouraged to wear hunter orange.  Hunting 

in or within 150 yards of a developed recreation site, campsite, 

any residence, or any building is prohibited. 

  8. Hunting-dog training from Mar. 1-Sept. 30 is 

allowed only in the following circumstances:  dogs are within 

voice-command distance of handler; dogs are participating in 

night-time raccoon chases mentioned above; dogs are 

participating in licensed events conducted by nationally-

recognized kennel clubs (KNF permit required – contact Forest 

Supervisor’s office); dogs are under close control of hikers; 

and any dog on a leash.  The training of deer dogs is prohibited 

year-round.  No firearms allowed while training dogs. 

  9. National Catahoula Wildlife Management Preserve 

and National Red Dirt Wildlife Management Preserve.  Owner - 

U.S. Forest Service: Catahoula Preserve - 36,000 Acres in Grant 

and Winn Parishes; Red Dirt Preserve - 38,000 Acres in 

Natchitoches Parish.  Season Permit required from Forest 



Supervisor’s office, Winn, Catahoula or Kisatchie Ranger 

District offices or www.fs.fed.us/r8kisatchie/hunting/index.html 

for all hunting.  Additionally, weekend permits, available at 

the check stations, are required for deer gun hunts. 

   a. Deer: 

    i. Oct. 17-18, special youth hunt, either-

sex, still hunt only.  Weekend permit required. Youths between 

the ages of 8-17 inclusive only. Youths must possess a hunter 

safety certification or proof of successful completion of a 

hunter safety course. Each youth must be accompanied by one 

adult 18 years of age or older. If the accompanying adult is in 

possession of hunter safety certification, a valid hunting 

license or proof of successful completion of a hunter safety 

course, this requirement is waived for the youth. Adults may not 

possess a firearm. Youths may possess only one firearm while 

hunting. Legal firearms are the same as described for deer 

hunting. The supervising adult shall maintain visual and voice 

contact with the youth at all times. An adult may supervise only 

one youth during this special hunt.  Also, special season for 

physically-challenged hunters with a LDWF Physically Challenged 

Hunt Permit, either-sex, still hunt only.  Weekend permit 

required. 

    ii. Oct. 24-25, primitive firearms, either-

sex, still hunt only, weekend permit. 



    iii. Oct. 31-Nov.1, either-sex, still hunt 

only, weekend permit. 

    iv. Nov. 27, either-sex, still hunt only, 

weekend permit. 

    v. Nov. 28-29, bucks only, still hunt 

only, weekend permit. 

   b. Rabbit: Same as outside except beagles 

allowed for rabbit Jan. 9-Feb. 28 only. Only beagle hounds which 

do not exceed 15 inches at the front shoulder and which have 

recognizable characteristics of the breed may be used on the 

Wildlife Management Preserve. 

   c. Squirrel: Same as outside except squirrel 

hunting with dogs allowed Jan. 9-Feb. 28 only.  Hunting parties 

may not include more than one dog.  Closed to squirrel hunting 

during the spring season. 

   d. Raccoon (Nighttime): Dogs allowed Jan.9-Feb. 

28 only. 

   e. All Other Game: Consult KNF’s Catahoula and 

Red Dirt Preserve Regulations issued by KNF. To obtain permits 

and information, visit website listed above or contact: KNF 

Forest Supervisor's Office, 2500 Shreveport Hwy., Pineville, LA 

71360, telephone (318) 473-7160.  Office hours 8 a.m. to 4:30 

p.m. 



 I. The aforementioned season dates, bag limits and 

shooting hours shall supplant and supersede those season dates, 

bag limits and shooting hours for Kisatchie National Forest 

previously adopted and which will be published in the July 20, 

2009 Louisiana Register. 

 AUTHORITY NOTE:  Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 

56:115, R.S. 56:109(B) and R.S. 56:141(C). 

 HISTORICAL NOTE:  Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife 

and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 21:707 

(July 1995), amended LR 22:585 (July 1996), LR 23:871 (July 

1997), LR 24:1324 (July 1998), LR 25:1290 (July 1999), 

repromulgated LR 25:1526 (August 1999), LR 26:1506 (July 2000), 

LR 27:1061 (July 2001), LR 28:1615 (July 2002), LR 29:1122 (July 

2003), repromulgated LR 29:1521 (August 2003), LR 30:1494 (July 

2004), LR 31:1627 (July 2005), LR 32:1254 (July 2006), LR 33:115 

(January 2007), LR 33:1399 (July 2007), LR 34:1447 (July 2008), 

LR 35:1280 (July 2009), LR 35:2856 (December 2009), LR 36: . 

      Stephen J. Oats 

      Chairman 

 


